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? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and
abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber
and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him
from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that
wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful
of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou
slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin
against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.So they dragged him away, what
while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his
head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear
of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will
acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will
be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into
the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his
head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he
answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am
lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon
breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or
that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those
fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following
verses:.85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its
shrouding darkness were..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers
rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted
station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story
bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ?
? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The
Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All
incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend
it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief
had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him
thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was
startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and
lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is
the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse
me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an
intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the
people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to
herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".When she
had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said
to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this
while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the
nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her
mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and
venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said
and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? I rede
thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Then she came down from the tree and rent her
clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth
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thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he
climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to
swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are
these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said
to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of
conjecture.'."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so
much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me,
and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him
whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King
Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The
Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge,
according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and
Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew
them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit,
bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O
my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he
consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried
the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him
somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands
and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to
drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor
when of death they're rent.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the
Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded
to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and
sang the following verses:.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop
whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after
the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst
thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner
sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place
whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain
bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell
it but to himself.".Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Then he
turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his
eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and
saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy
dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other,
'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and
embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was
come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him
not..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the
tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided
him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest
he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not
do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's
yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and
miscontent..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was
obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man
and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go,
fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her
and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding
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love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not
thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee
right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast
down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried
him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying
in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much
people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in
himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at
the bird..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about
its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half
spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.'
Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to
him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and
bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the
price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and
fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..The Twentieth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath
caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers
be blamed for the errors of Fate?.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to
the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in
favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested
him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited
therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God
that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? t. The
two Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was
moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh,
'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other
than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].155. Hassan of Bassora and the
King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading
a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of
the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed
fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent
the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men,
who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except
that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no
knowledge of this and no tidings.'.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for
that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught,
unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted
him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a
suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter
beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of
thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk
thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a
dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but
he would not be warned..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..62.
Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.Issues of Affairs,
Of Looking to the, i. 80..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to
endure estrangement and despair..The Tenth Night of the Month..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..When she heard their words,
in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then
quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that
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they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath
delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the
vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had
missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht,
with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the
righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with
longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence
and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of
my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good
fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the
place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me."
So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat
from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he
returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should
see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse
with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the
Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I
said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech
God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most
extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present
when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have
heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and
said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect
me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there
took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse,
"How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke
and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the
year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon
Mariyeh.".To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she
forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any
trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed
and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.One day,
another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said,
'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who
came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the
door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy
door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he
brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen
[into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with
good!'.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought
with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her
charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that
she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did
with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two
youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the
vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.When El Abbas heard
Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand
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thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing
valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou
art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at
Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be
sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a
mountain..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O
king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest
other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin,
'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier
said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee
that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure,
one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with
Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.? ?
? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ?
? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it
off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the
following verses:.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and
said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So
Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and
permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said
to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands
and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk,
for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened
thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her
[aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with
her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she
may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".To return to his sister Selma. She
awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him,
wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she
recited the following verses:.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to
thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her
heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his
nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This
night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen
thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not
in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he
entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and
wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged
war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his
kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of
the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most
solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be
present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind,
we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found
nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame
before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near
the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up
this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they
searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..?
? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..TABLE OF
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CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT
OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High
for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he,
'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought
him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and
the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying,
'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.106. The Man of
Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.135.
Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.I blessed him and thanked him and
abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and
when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy
country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the
ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store
of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the
merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's
love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice
Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that
which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.131. The Queen of the
Serpents cccclxxxii.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise
below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose
clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon
the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying,
'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode
amazed..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and
the Birds clii.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who
baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our
efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets
ccccxxxii.Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked
them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O
my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh,
who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and]
alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to
her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou
seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with
her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and
when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his
beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By
the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!"
Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El
Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared
for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a
pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the
fashion of kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the
Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it,
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sang the following verses:.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Chamberlain's Wife, The King
and his, ii. 53..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king,
know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee
[is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened
[not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was
about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..As we stood, behold,
up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady."
Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against
my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and
entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat
down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day;
moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On
this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the
young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..When the
morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was
crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest
her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags,
[containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the
Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and
exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said,
"We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she
said she came from the Citadel.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade
bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into
which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the
kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit
down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with
patience that which betided him..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..As time went on, the boy,
the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving.
They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise
galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who
returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon
them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the
others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace,
brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying,
"I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Then he returned to the
youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him
and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of
them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant
to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the
house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a
commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age,
is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his
slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth
thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When
she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight
and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his
due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When he heard her words,
the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his
sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in
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the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know
me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was
one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ?
? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which
my heart is wried..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang
the following verses:."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away
and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her
master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue
brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King
Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her,
whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me
passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a
red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I
espied..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode
his day long..When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade
the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once
more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or,
kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the
window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but
therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy
victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he
was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in
Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love
and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to
him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if
it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the
holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a
lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there
and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her
father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that
I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we
came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage."
Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused
and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune."
Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her,
though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how
much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and
mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and
doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..When her master heard
this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is
enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him,
'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will
abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for
that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let
me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..74. The Devout Woman and the
Two Wicked Elders dclix.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom
became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal
he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him
and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them
leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the
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Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and
put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had
believed..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from
yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account?
Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon
Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the
accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her
bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that
assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left
and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain
therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets
and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes
and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose
name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed
spear..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own
necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear
not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of
aught, my tongue would be mute."
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