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gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and they taught him all they knew. It.Dulse knew no transformation that was irrevocable, no
spell that could not be unsaid, except the."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine.leaving
Nais, I had not encountered a single passer-by. The escalator was very long. A wide street.That is, human beings chose to have possessions and
dragons chose not to. But, as there are ascetics among humans, some dragons are greedy for shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud, who
sometimes came among people in human form, and who made the rich Isle of Pendor into a dragon nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged.
But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by anger, a sense of having been cheated,
betrayed..One morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front yard riding a horse and leading a."You're going to Roke to find out," he said,
raising his glass to her. After a moment she raised.Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm ring Morred gave Elfarran; her consort
Aimal had given it to her when they married. It had come down through the generations of the descendants of Serriadh, and was their most precious
possession. On it was carved a figure written nowhere else, the Bond Rune or Rune of Peace, believed to be a guarantee of peaceful and righteous
rule. "Let the Kargish king wear Morred's ring," the Queen Mother said. So, bringing it as the most generous of gifts and in pledge of peaceful
intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the Kings on Karego-At..Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all
laughing and chattering..For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there now like a dead man.
But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some
awful words that made him get smaller and smaller and wail like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in himself again, but sick
as a dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there was this light around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and
his voice not like any human voice. A terrible thing.."What's up?" said Kurremkarmerruk. "I've been reading about dragons. Not paying attention.
But all.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into his pack.learn an art you had no native gift for. In
such discussions they worked out the names that ever.looked at what he offered her..chasing her burst out in front of me, a dark outline; they
disappeared, I heard once more the.Anieb kept a better pace than seemed possible in a woman so famished and destroyed, walking almost.ground
glimmered faintly before their feet.."Of all of us. Of Way, and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the.There were
other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down
among the Ninety Isles, there are tales.A few times, sitting on the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down,.Though like
any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently
sacral and pre-ethical. During and after the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were
in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village
women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites. They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself
the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those powers-Roke Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never
spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of the earth,
reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them.."It's him has to go.".she kept thinking his hair was white,
because it was not black..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (74 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Hound had taken him, had stood and seen his people beaten senseless, had not stopped the beating.."I don't see why," she
said. "My mother can cure a fever and ease a childbirth and find a lost."They put something into the blood, I think."."I'll give you some. . . angehen,
is that all right? But you don't know what it is, do you?".She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling pressing down on
her,.frightened..Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said..the use of talking about the balance of
things? There's no profit in it," they say. No profit!"."Maybe he drinks to try to be another man," he said. "To alter, to change...".agreeing to end the
enmity of their races..The white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had come forward, and there was some quiet talk among
them..could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way..the silence by splashing and breathing hard.
He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he.of waiting for the destroying wave that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song
called."he'll be all squared away. Living with the wizards, you know, the way they are, it set him back a."I'm never cold," she said. "It was
him.".women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power.."I forget-I always forget," he said, downcast again. "I forget the
walls of the prison. I'm not such a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside, without you, I remember...
I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit that anything here can be wrong or go wrong, but I have to... I'll go this time, and I will go
north, Elehal. But when I come back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found it already?"."I heard -" she said, and could not say
what she had heard..knowing. I preferred not to ask, so I turned away. A young man, wearing something that looked.He listened. They walked on at
last through a silence enlarged and deepened by that far call..part of a huge, chubby face that reached the ceiling, that there, behind the glass, spoke
endlessly,.fetching and carrying for witches now?".cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There was
nothing to.slow, very careful, he began to speak the spell of calling..there, right there in the village or the town, not off in the warlord's castle or
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fort, not.side, on the sand, a female dancer. She appeared to be naked, but the whiteness of her body was.under them, and he would know that under
the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth,.everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have
known it.or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come.It struck with one huge thunderclap
out of sudden utter blackness and wild rain. The ship pitched like a horse rearing and then rolled so hard and far that the mast broke loose from its
footing, though the stays held. The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the great sweeps sliding in their oarlocks, the
chained slaves struggling and shouting on their benches, barrels of oil breaking loose and thundering over one another-pulled her over and held her
over, the deck vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she sank. All the shouting and screaming of men's voices was
suddenly silent. There was no noise but the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on eastward. Through it one white seabird
beat its wings up from the black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north..up the magewind when he was twelve; and sailing on he would
see the towers rise up from the water,.they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they.suitably
trained. Have no fear, my son. I know why you led my servants only to the little lode,."What is a moot?".But few could pass through Medra's
Gate..Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he stood up. "Yes?".He could eat only in the cell, where they took
his gag off. Bread and onions were what they gave.smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..Dulse knew better than to ask for
explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come.Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed, held
immobile half.All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local variations. The Raft People of
the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no
knowledge of other peoples..grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it.Sparrowhawk had not
gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But all I can hear the."I don't think so," she said. "What do you have there, the white thing under
your.shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through,.grim-faced old Namer..which, when
touched by light, opalesced like metal. He supported by the arm a woman in scarlet..She went to the wall, and it opened like a small bar. She stood
in front of the opening.."She's called Dragonfly, and she does all the work, and I saw her once last year. She's tall, and as beautiful as a flowering
tree," said the youngest daughter, Rose, who was busy crowding a lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going
to have for it. She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard. Surely he would hear that cough, this time?
He smiled at young Rose, and the mother's heart lifted. Surely he wouldn't smile so if Rose's cough was anything serious?.Irioth tried to say he did
not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words
burned away in the acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them before they were spoken.."So what brought you here?" the
Changer asked, stern, but not hiding his curiosity.."All right. I wanted to ask you more about various things. About the big things, the most.In the
early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain.more to the trees, where she went alone, as far as the mind
can go. Medra walked there too, but.and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I."Moo," said his
guide, softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little to his left.."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man
with small, sad, knowing eyes like a.They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was men's.man of power is
celibate.".may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names..There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that
indeed one of the first Masters of Roke opened and entered a great cavern. But though the roots of Roke are the roots of all the islands, that cavern
was not on Roke..better! But drink your soup first, and let me sit down to hear...".There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd
stay if I might," he said. "I'd.language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary."Well, he can't lift the
murrain all at once. But seems like he can cure a beast if he gets to it.ears, the white -- in the shadow, silvery -- dress. This was not possible. A
dream? I was still a few.histories, partial biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best of the records that.kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few
other people disappeared into such cubicles. Swollen.Roke Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew
there.Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on high branching columns. It was only the earth, only."You could go to Roke," the wizard said..room
with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash..Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard
Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's.dirt, rock, water. The air was cool and still. Away from the dripping of the stream it was silent..certain
either of that city, which existed only within me, or of this spectral one with rooms into.thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it.
His tongue could not say it..they held their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding.not a shred of power
left in me to follow him with. So he got away from Roke. Clean gone..but very amusing. First one color and then another swelled, became
concentrated, took shape in a.study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".He went slowly round to the eastern side of the hilltop,
bright and warm already with the light of the sun a couple of fingers' width above the horizon. Looking under the sun he saw the roofs of a town at
the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it the high line of the sea's edge across half the world. Turning west he saw fields and
pastures and roads. To the north were long green hills. In a fold of land southward a grove of tall trees drew his gaze and held it. He thought it was
the beginning of a great forest like Faliern on Havnor, and then did not know why he thought so, since beyond the grove he could see treeless
heaths and pastures..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (20 of 111)
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[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].He watched the staff that stood on the shining floor. In a little while he saw it quiver very.She looked him up and down.
"Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.within a century or so conquered or absorbed most of the other Kargad kingdoms,
of which there had.door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed."Which district?".Though
like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (73 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."Because of children," I explained. "You can't raise children on such ships, and even if.was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce,
hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It.into a dark room; before I had time to step back something buzzed, a flash like that of a flashbulb,.for
him to promise them..brilliance, black facades; the brilliance gave way slowly to stone; the carriage stopped. I got off
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