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EVEN DARKNESS SINGS FROM AUSCHWITZ TO HIROSHIMA FINDING HOPE AND OPTIMISM IN THE SADDEST PLACES ON EARTH
Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to

us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for

himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her].

One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred

dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their

faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon

them.'"'.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from

him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Sons, The

Merchant and his, i. 81..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her

to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the

veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not

show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance

availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in

mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths,

dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a

cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..As they were

thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great

banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge

with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed

Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God

to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and

dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law,

"What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's

brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".As soon as his father-in-law had

departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and

exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his

brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what

while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the

preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..When

Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am

dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his

army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear

unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a

passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of

victory over them..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st

thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the

lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of

the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and

finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High,

the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again,

as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head

[bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun

dxl.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they

departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I

have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted

it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to

death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then

raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make
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haste to put me to death.".On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the

Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi

Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans

and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the

Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that

the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his

sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that

good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the

black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good

counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment,

(171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail,

to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? a. The

First Calender's Story xi.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and

prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none

other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate

and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her

twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth

Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee

shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.When the morning morrowed, the first who

presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for

aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my

dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars,

(97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these

words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he

had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair

but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the

Citadel.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had

come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant

to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon

him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of

furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst

the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when

Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter

knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more

by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted

hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he

went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or

unseemly..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well

My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye,

whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..When the news reached El Aziz, he
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rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the

musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the

uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104)

sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the

approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about

him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father,

the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he

was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When she had made

an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and

presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song,

chanted the following verses:.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and

ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of

the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she

ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the

Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were

removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and

hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..Then said she, "O king, comest thou

to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from

her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a

good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif

and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my

deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered

with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the

Creator, the Maker!".So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to

enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in

bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the

ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His

neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,

"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?

Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the

affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they

be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee."."And indeed," continued

Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the

door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither

quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the

day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning-

prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls

whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin

and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never

tire..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.92. El Amin

and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.When the banquet was ended and the folk had

dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high

services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have

fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth,

returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of

the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my
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neighbourhood.".When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with

musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth

description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a

Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us

upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head,

(107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on

the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there

shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the

madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid

hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with

them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers

mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou

shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth

of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Then they

attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the

first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught

with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.So saying, he took leave of

the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place

forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way.

Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED

MAN..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most

featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.?THE ELEVENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made

prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at

the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his

head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between

them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he

appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he

cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh,

"Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say

that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they

[agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My

bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after

the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for

joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ?

? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a

goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he

knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her

errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And

he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to

his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter;

but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to

the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of

gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou

Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall

hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on

the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou

Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest

look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and

silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a
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messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and

distance drear..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to

wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the

affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and

what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be

therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits

Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets

and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by

Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no

wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following

verses:.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he

would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it

morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if

he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he

dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man

dclvi.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and

opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in

himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to

his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed

down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him

money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a

dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..O thou that questionest

the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.At this I

trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea

or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I

have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last;

whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there

betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my

letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and

courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.As an instance of the extreme

looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards

appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two

learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press

would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation

a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the

text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse,

contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had

the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look

over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife

dccccvii.When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want

unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I

have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and

stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?"

asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is

distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When King

Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be

God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two

brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present,

whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate

his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up
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kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of

Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..When the

king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day

draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Then Ishac

seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the

lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but

of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months

hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft

and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a

number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..When the vizier was

ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he

bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who

hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead;

(118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier,

'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou

hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made

manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.83. Adi ben Zeid and the

Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and

banisheth sorrow and bale;.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and

assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this,

whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and

presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be

good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the

sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing

and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered

from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ?

Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers,

great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..So

we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with

him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and

brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having

buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave

and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for

my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus

melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth

of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many]

lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of

my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that

city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did

away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a

younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they

yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The

Weaver who became a, ii. 21..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with

him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..When it was the third day, the

third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of

the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with

his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's

anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and

marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt
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thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou

Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth

answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it

be..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and

brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he

presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold,

set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was

straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of

them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his

session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to

me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".The

Fifteenth Night of the Month..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his

vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ?

o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? d. The

Tailor's Story xxix.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the

streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and

heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came

forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that

the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of

rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me,

"Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are

trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the

darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and

out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of

the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her

responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..When she

came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good

to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he

to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no

wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write

up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So

saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an

inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED

THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant,

"Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..Awhile after

this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there

was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the

quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and

now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? My friends have

not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Four sharpers once plotted against a

money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and

laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer

brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him

confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and

another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to

him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over

doing the like of this..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl
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