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Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched

out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died;

methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and

prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks,

and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than

she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is

I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..There was once in

a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used

to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the

trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou

say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her

sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale],

and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear

to that which he shall say to thee."'.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his

viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my

bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!"

replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert

to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since

[the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me

leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do

not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay,

an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.Then the

girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them

all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and

bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;"

but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars,

saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by.

Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ?

? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Envy and Malice, Of, i.

125..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of

their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for

him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we

have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go

in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy

woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.The king gave ear

to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you

tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their

lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he

summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and

magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before

them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the

palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to

know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his

troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to

make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had

eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and

went away..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred

dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still
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at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the

slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave,

I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he

drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the

dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to

her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee

from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do

overcloud! iii. 191..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid

ccclxxxi.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he

commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of

King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We

went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith;

wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the

king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas,

"hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a

thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the

king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and

with us.".The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in

which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright,

washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him

broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest

well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed

them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening

and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious

courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and

buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all

whereof he asked him..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was

prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the

Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and

give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and

discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and

will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee

travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus

wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.?

? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved

ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.Some with religion themselves concern and make

it their business all, i. 48..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed.

Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She

answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the

Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden,

till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him

how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed

upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to

change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,

and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him

the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to

her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which

had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels

and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that
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she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her

Child cccclxvi.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward

journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and

returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three

days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return],

safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and

she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five

with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were

certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was

there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of

thee..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer

privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from

him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him

and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand

and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and

the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell

him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and

nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's

Story dccccxxxix.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police

dccccxxx.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of

events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the

vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become

poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer

and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of

his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he

went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and

chanted the following verses:.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much

love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed

the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at

my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me

to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of

the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ?

? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ?

? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..8. Ali ben Bekkar and

Shemsennehar clxiii.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless

wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his

Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that

languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS

LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE

PORTER..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the

Porter.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious

Man cccclxx.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and

thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter

of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca,

daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.'

'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built

her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he

was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours

and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment

of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two
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horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the

old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is

worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and

he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou

of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the

son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the

son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of

his robustness.'.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm

thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king,

and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought

out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long

in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him

and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose

and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his

hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my

liver are, iii. 111.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily,

injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he

to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my

heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security

(149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the

origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at

Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard

the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the

palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I

am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,

put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]

found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine

eyes bewitching thou didst smite..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I

come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and

bright..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he

said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my

mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was

the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and

perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O

Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen."

Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Forehead, Of that

which is written on the, i. 136..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep,

whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air

was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted

flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell

to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked

for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and

the Thieves dccccxviii.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The

thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness

none may compare..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an

exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled

up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to

himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he

entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they

marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? j. The
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Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he

had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty

fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and

admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..83.

The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and

said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the

youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any

hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding

renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life

from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth

answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue

they ply..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his

heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of

good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels

and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or

eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the

damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..The

Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the

treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to

the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the

mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead,

they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he

knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had

taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by

her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD

THE SAILOR..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade

thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the

soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a

stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds!

"Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath

forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and

she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house."

"O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)

Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following

verses:.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..By

Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? But rigour

still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave,

ii. 85..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his

brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents

and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in

one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his

brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his

own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he

called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not

exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,

or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king

and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i.

13..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief,

wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and

to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of
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entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,'

answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said,

'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined

the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon

and there was a foul smell in it.
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