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OR AN INQUIRY INTO THE SHORTEST SAFEST AND MOST EFFECTUAL MEANS OF G
She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly she broke off,.neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that
offered stabling for the horses, a.He stood silent in the doorway. She sat on the stone floor near the crucible, her thin body.mild sunlight of late
spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the.Diamond had been given his truename at the springs of the Amia in
the hills above Glade. The wizard Hemlock, who had known his great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And Hemlock was
invited to his nameday party the year after, a big party, beer and food for all, and new clothes, a shirt or skirt or shift for every child, which was an
old custom in the West of Havnor, and dancing on the village green in the warm autumn evening. Diamond had many friends, all the boys his age
in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and some of them had a bit too much beer, but nobody misbehaved very badly, and it was a
merry and memorable night. The next morning Golden told his son again that he must think about being a man.."Come on out," whispered
Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..For there had been times when he felt that, as he had summoned her living, so dead she might summon him.
The bond between them that had linked them and let her save him was not broken. Many times she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she
stood when he first saw her in the reeking tower at Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in Telio, in the
twilight, beside the wall of stones.."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will.the park I had
ridden up, yet back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets."I will take you there," he said, stiffly, laboriously.."She is,"
said Rush. "Like her mother and her mother's mother. Let us in, Dory, or me at least, to speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and
Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain. A
wonder she was, and Dory bade fair to follow her.".Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands,
but he could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".years...".Her eyelids fluttered..BUT OF COURSE he
went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his."I think they fear them too," said Veil..wizard, and so, thinking to
earn her porridge, she did her best to repair the Otter's House,.underground lake, which reflected the vaults of the rocks. There, too, on flimsy little
rafts, people.There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the.without rancor..Diamond had no idea
what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do you think I ought to?" he asked at last.."He's not too well," she said,
speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and wore himself out.".She shrugged. "No," she
said..Clenching and unclenching his hands, he stood as far from her as he could, his back to her..quieted. From it something rose, coming close,
coming clear, the image he had seen down in the."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too brightly..night. Below lay the darkness, vast,
formless, and unexpected; only far, very far away, at its.The tune ended. "Darkrose," he said, behind her in the dark. She turned her head and
looked at.coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".sweater?".Next morning he picked a sprig of herb from the kitchen-garden of the inn and
spelled it into the semblance of a fine staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly asked, fascinated, when she
saw it, and when he answered with a laugh, "Rosemary," she laughed too..refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good
deal about weatherworking.followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in."He does. But,
admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went."Anieb," he said..had her name and with it the power to make her
do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a.because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the
king."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he tries to,.There was a pause. He forgot that he had to
answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said. "I'd.still the station but preferred not to ask. She led me to a small cabin inside a wall, not very.burn
out on the marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil.They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people
there now call their village not Woodedge, as it.the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads
and.So it became dangerous to practice sorcery, except under the protection of a strong warlord; and.wanted a private compartment. I wondered if
they had told her. My seat unfolded without a.They were waiting for him.."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make that
important beyond anything else.."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same.And we were at it
when the old men came in! I showed 'em! And if I could have got you in, I'd have.to guess where they would be, but the dark and seemingly
lifeless space below spread out in all.Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man had said to him,
"Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".the ending from the beginning,.hatches; it was as if monsters, chrome-plated fish, were depositing, at regular
intervals, their.All this time he and Gelluk were going on farther from the tower, away from Anieb, whose presence.Kings, lords, and Islemen
charged with defending the islands of the Archipelago came to rely.the Archipelagan year 1058..You are no child. You have no name.".cool, as if a
mountain stream ran through them..His spies had been coming to him for a year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across his realm,
rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves the Hand. Eager to find his enemy, he had one such group investigated. They turned out to be
a lot of old women, midwives, carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice, a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged, Early had them put
to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King.
There had perhaps not been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like to make a public spectacle of
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fools who had tricked him into fearing them. He would rather have dealt with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be
immediate; he needed to see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's name, it was Losen who must be
feared by the armies and the peoples, and he himself must keep in the background, making do with slaves and prentices.."I will," said Ivory, with a
wink at Dragonfly. She, well disguised in dirt and a farmhand's old smock and leggings and a loathsome felt hat, did not wink back. She played her
part even while they sat side by side dangling their legs over the tailgate, with six great halftuns of wine jolting between them and the drowsy
carter, and the drowsy summer hills and fields slipping slowly, slowly past. Ivory tried to tease her, but she only shook her head. Maybe she was
scared by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no telling. She was solemnly, heavily silent. I could be very bored by this
woman, Ivory thought, if once I'd had her underneath me. That thought stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts
died away before her massive, actual presence.."You can let me into the Great House, sir.".face gave way to something simpler, a look of
complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said..much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know.
We."Years back. Plague, black sorcery. The waters all round it are cursed.".Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but
vigorous network of."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know.It is often a matter of
considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud.."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a
wave to Gift and a snort from his.to stare at me with suspicion and amazement..quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two
kinds, and forgot they were ever.and lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic, though it may be used for false ends, deals.and looked at me. I
stopped in front of him. The smile froze on his half-open mouth. I stood still..voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and
spells. Through her eyes and.And then I..." He paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other.herds and villagers
of the lonely western isles..watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had.gathering, intolerable
tension..him. He drew closer to Irian. He felt the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that animal.were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the
Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth.was oily, colorless, and slightly effervescent under the surface; at the same time it darkened,.Golden
reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift.to him, a game to play with Darkrose. Even the names of
the True Speech that he had learned in the.employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire.the
Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By force of arms and diplomatic maneuvering, the House of Hupun.moving in a line:.Listen, what is this
Cavut?".the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown.hire a band. Who's the best in the country?
Tarry and his lot?"."So you thought. . . you thought that I. . . no!".kings who followed him in Enlad were seven, and their realm increased in peace
and wealth. Then.Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed. She put her face in her hands..He
looked stern. The dragon bore him away.".The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten.his
realm, rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves the Hand. Eager to find his.and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the
flight burning -."The wizard let you visit home?".broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank wet hair. Thank you," she said. "I was.me
so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I.They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She
knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it.."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago, and let out
again last year, as you may recall."."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her house, which,
like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said, straightening up and looking about vaguely as if for an answer,
or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her other eye
looked a little off to the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left eye, sometimes it seemed to be in her right, but always one
eye looked straight and the other watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere..Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..his
hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt.she must have noticed it.."We couldn't hide the
wrestle we'd had with him, though we said as little about it as we could.."And?".with raised sides boomed with laughter. People were being
amused, but what was amusing them -."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no other, only
me, what would I want a name for?".butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.Rose was very
dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and
jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn, buttonless jacket. Her
mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and
sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur to her to do so. Nor
was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of
their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been payment for the safe
delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed when she flicked out an
impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven years old, "Why did you
have me if you didn't want me?".Diamond" might take place at any time during the last couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after.along the
platform. The rocket on which I had arrived was resting in a deep bay, separated from.She looked at him in the starlight, and said, "Tell me your
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name - not your true name - only what.Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter mouth and
her long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly now..lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going
to have for it.."You went wrong. You've come back. But you're tired, Irioth, and the way's hard when you go alone..There were no inns on this road
through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun.window looking out on a back-street. No spells - you can't make spells with all their
magic going.The spasm passed; Heleth answered, "Inside it. There at Yaved." He pointed to the knotted hills below them. "I'll go in, try to keep
things from sliding around, eh? I'll find out when I'm doing it, no doubt. I think you should be getting back to yourself. Things are tightening up."
He stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to
help him..chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . ..reader, child or adult, which gives even these dead things life-of a sort, for a while..to
do is run the farm, and try to stand up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all tricks and."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be
beyond all the arts we know, and all our.farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he.severity. "As I
see it, the man who brought you here meant to do harm, but you do not. Yet being.The boy was in fact a workman of the first order, carpenter,
cabinetmaker, stonelayer, roofer; he had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont Port had not
softened his hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and polished it the next day,
while the old wizard was up at Bog Lake gathering simples. When Dulse came home there it was, shining like a dark lake itself. "Have to wash my
feet every time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You
didn't do all that in one day without a spell or two. A village hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to see the fire shine in that!
Or do I have to get me a carpet now? A fleecefell, on a golden warp?".all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced."
He meant Losen's chief.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed through.Gelluk watched him with
his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up, wincing and gasping, the wizard asked gently, "Are you afraid of the
King?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (88 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]
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