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When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft
and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest
the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are
indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold
them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no
heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if
thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".? ? ? ? ? Sherik
ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..Sharpers who cheated each
his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.?THE SIXTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an
exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to
me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most
High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us
good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O
my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied
he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at
hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn
with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.? ? ? ?
? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days,
after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his
cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his
charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his
entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks
and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the
young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his
sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein
he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades
descend..? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my
heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the
world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now
is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered
[his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came
to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This
is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a
lingering death in this pit.'.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging;
so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of
every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative
Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Indeed,
many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the
balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to
me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none
other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.Now he had a nurse, a
foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with
questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.
However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she
would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her
son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O
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my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they
will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved
by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.
Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most
High.'.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of
Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es
Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find
one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with
her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and
proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of
jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for
this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame
me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right
long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who
were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him,
charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house,
rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating
and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the
Sailor,.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the
boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on
Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need."
(189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in
languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the
pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she
were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop
and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is
her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the
ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el
Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee
and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an
exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..? ? ?
? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated
by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things
dcccxci.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he
said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with
us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their
talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to
me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he
me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me,
without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus
between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the
Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er
shall distance us divide..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me
didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali
of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the
wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this
night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword,
stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he
was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?'
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Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in
perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son
dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of
King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the
horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears
ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal
of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother,
for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to
repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".He found it every
way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the
measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also
seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat
and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes
cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated.
So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and
kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..Presently, the idiot returned, with
somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid
assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him
till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said,
'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard
him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to
the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to
their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my
consent, unaware;.Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When
I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou
wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may
wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the
lavatory and washed..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE
VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Baghdad, El
Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took
her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his
wasteful heir.".One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer
to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent,
so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel
arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that
thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were
liefer to me than any [husband].'.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL
ACTIONS.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning
the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all
kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other
than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath
moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help
for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that
return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all
folk.".It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought
him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst
thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he
had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the
whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the
balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to
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bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.45. Ali Shir (230)
and Zumurrud dlxix.147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.One day,
he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and]
was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short
stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When
his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier
might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his
looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth
a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? l.
The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered,
"O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths
and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the
Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed
and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and
gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this
my letter.".Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to
the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house,
taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had
provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they
washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of
aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the
horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said
to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt
break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and
ceremony was laid aside from between them..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up
came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door
opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth
[first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door.
When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she
arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and
still on slaying me are bent!.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of
the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and
more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune,
Of the, i. 70.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the
king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they
took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and
indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them
spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and
whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us
foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand
in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath
gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire
to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy
chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he
beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal
defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against
his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her
and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he
went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and
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chagrin written on his face..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny
malign,.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..So
saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that
which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter
entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the
king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this
man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of
repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.When the morning morrowed, the people went
seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do.
Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he
brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in
his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians
take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from
him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him
in..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no
account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This
is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in
affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was
pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and
taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben
Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's
inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who
was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there
hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case!
Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of
love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that
trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying,
"What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before
her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the
princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My
woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.I am
content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? O
my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.There
was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches
and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he
addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to
prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God
answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her
travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the
sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.12. Asleep and
Awake cclxxi.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful
sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who
passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I
pray..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou
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when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!'
cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his
hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man
swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the
lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou
liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion
of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two
serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and
beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me
to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her
eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and
wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she
died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's
commandment.".111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx
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