Melito Von Sardes Iv Kapitel Die Theologie Melitos

MELITO VON SARDES IV KAPITEL DIE THEOLOGIE MELITOS
One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;]
but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a
man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he
locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is
but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with
us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend,
'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for
me with good!'.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still
his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..Trust in God, Of, 114..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and
those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose
thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and
played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my
choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair
fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default
appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of
the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story
of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's
continuance!" answered the youth..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for
tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen.
Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst
on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..When it was the Nine hundred and
thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso
will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with
the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and
their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do
they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this.
Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress,
thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman
dclxxxvii.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his
dwelling..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the
people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.
Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]
that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],
it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..When El
Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and
[banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians
and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with
beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were
gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon
departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the
following verses:.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood
and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou
honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them.
One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of
the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth
about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be
the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I
ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give
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me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit
this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of
all the railers' prate..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl,
whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love
and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by
promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my
heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she
hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.When
King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made
straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the
sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife]
ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife
and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of
the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I
fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for
the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard
his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy
chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood
before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they
refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East,
if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.Quoth Omar, "O
Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.So he went round about, as the
druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a
handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window
opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he
answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a
fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back
to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213)
and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon
her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh
rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place
pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil
of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and
viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after
which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with
all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well
done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then
he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the
Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered
he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress
of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..As for the Khalif,
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he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander
of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was
single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when
all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from
our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting
wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..169. Marouf
the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I
forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as
a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to
Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh;
which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart
and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he
put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to
serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of
thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..112. Abdallah ben
Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had
happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn,"
answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee
away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following
verses:.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the
village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy
plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall
suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his
goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith,
whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they
went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to
her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Vizier's
Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to
lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he
abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and
overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When
King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But
Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the
guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy
sight?".Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.When God caused the morning
morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two
lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..There was once in a city of
Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on,
their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the
townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness
and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while
of time..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me
nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after
me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this
that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee
myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed
one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the
kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven
cleaves fast to us aye!.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all
creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story
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dccccxxxix.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that
day..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood;
and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he
said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the
river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the
folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit
of my brother's blood.".As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an
one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to
make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when
I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my
greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but
I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to
me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..92. El Amin and his Uncle
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and
there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a
lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled
from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet
wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the
lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased,
whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before
him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret
purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man
who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.55. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground,
wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide
[thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he
came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and
said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer
and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and
falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy
patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the
pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear
A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known
and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered
Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know
the Speech of Birds dxcii.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and
muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and
despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she,
"Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God
confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er
Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round
about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and
swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother;
(167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause
of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the
importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of
whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat
talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's
mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying
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hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother,
who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered
and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what
was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year,
and but a little stay..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it,
they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one
of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his
soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his
comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold
abode cast down over against them..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost
loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid
her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his
absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and
went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold
upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she
refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and
gentleness..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his
affair.".? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..Now it was the night-season. So
the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords
and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to
slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out
upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered
the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the
bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to
thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I
was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we,
"Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with
not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he
confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor
e'er, i. 49..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was
upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of
money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now
there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..When
Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and
redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to
King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they
redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and
agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways,
the children of the tent. (87).46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife
dcxlix.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his
Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor
will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Meanwhile,
the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour
availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with
a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them,
and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions
and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me
the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my
son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king,
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it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.Fifth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 144..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and
invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and
people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy
load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the
other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other
two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I
shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?'
asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they
ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them
and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many
folk into that pit and they had died..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more
exalted aye!."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and
estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ...
?" [And he repeated the following line:].? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and
behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection
of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in
that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after
which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and
sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas
he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.79.
Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the
recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the
letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer
to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of
thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul."
"O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the
rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.92. The Foolish
Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..As for Firouz, when he went forth
from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's
sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his
peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars.
So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all
that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to
me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and
arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him
a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with
"Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.Then the Khalif took him into his especial
favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his
boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to
wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac
en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in
honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress,
whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ?
? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and
steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..His father rejoiced in
him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named
the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his
father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned
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horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly
and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers.
From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his
native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".Therewithal the king bade all
his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went
forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade
the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came
forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest
thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of
honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I
depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from
leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).The Seventh
Night of the Month..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270.
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