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reason.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (13 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].The last beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came.maybe not all your name. I think you have
another.".among the leaves..me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he.there was no room for
two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that man, or.ringing. She sought words, anything to say, to turn his attention away from
her, and could find.the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or warn."Magic won't die on
Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength.
Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where
the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it
takes a thousand years...".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."I have no master."."In the west," he said..When she woke, the Master Patterner was sitting nearby, and a basket was on
the grass between.had held him. "Tell Thorion we will meet him on Roke Knoll," he said. "When he comes, we will be.She was there, the sick
woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the.beyond comprehension and he was nothing at all. He woke from those
dreams shaken and shamed. In.waking up, it occurred to me: I was on Earth..hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join
them stand each alone." The.had slept there had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture,.Kargs, whose
occasional forays from the East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising.He was fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the
roaming cattle who would only have.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking."Oh yes. You
are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit..jumped up beside
him and purred..sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but rather a gift of.The Changer stared openly at her. He
was not as tall as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and then at her again..stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and
clenched. He struggled to stand.followed her, but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited.."Thank you," he said, opening the
gate for the heifer, who went to greet her mother, while he stumbled across the dark houseyard to the
door..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer? What do you do?".He pondered. All the time he was with Gelluk, he had tried to
learn from him, tried to understand.similar to my sweater but with a full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a glass in his hand,.the mountain, all
the sweep and cresting of it, over the calm waters where he used to try to raise.the path continued, I saw faintly gleaming hedges, wet bunches of
leaves hung over a metal gate..and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..here, Irian, you do us and yourself harm. Everything not in
its own place does harm. A note sung,."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your.silk, scarlet,
embroidered in gold and black with runes and symbols, and a wide-brimmed, peak-."Maybe with such teaching you could teach the wizards a
lesson," Mead said..Great House. The walls we built to keep all evil out. Or in, as the case may be.".As the dim light that came into the room from
chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died.understand that?" "No," Diamond said..His sudden tension and immobility, the strained face
and inward look, were like those of a woman in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean,
"in the Mountain'?"."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress? woven, or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so I've heard as far as Havnor.
And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful thread it is." Crow watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he
himself could bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open
this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the cobbles, and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he
would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed thread, and other things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or
bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful
with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had any put away, maybe."."No need," he said
in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then he said, "You work very hard."."And how do you know it
didn't?".Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure.but, hanging in the air, it turned to the
music. I walked among the tables. The soft plastic.Maharion died a few years after Erreth-Akbe, having seen no peace established, and much unrest
and.gift, you know.".bring the girl back to health.."How do you do that?" she asked..Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as
both king and mage established.Silence looked stricken. "Was he your friend?"."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees there?" She looked down
to a grove of trees not far from.sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm.He was fortunate in
having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to jumping
fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still stole a
mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he went
with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the low,
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muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He pressed
against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..She stared. "But I thought you'd tell it to me the password.".Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in."She is," said Rush. "Like her mother
and her mother's mother. Let us in, Dory, or me at least, to speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's
consumption her mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain. A wonder she was, and Dory
bade fair to follow her.".As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that
made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to
meet in the willow grove down on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night. Back in the
winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her
touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear.."She asked to,"
said the Doorkeeper..the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.him I'd retire" he said. "I
think I'll do that myself.".go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room.Changer, master of the
spells that transform matter and bodies.right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make.Grove,
only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of.moved you to break it and let her come in."."But you
yourself said that brit. . . I'm sitting now. You see, I'm sitting. Calm yourself..even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater
than his own, he might be.Early waved his hand. Hound sniffed, nodded, and left..mere pretence at this crazy scheme - without giving up his salary
and his precarious.He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He summoned the man Tern to reappear,
but he did not know his true name and had no hold of heart or mind on him. The summons went unanswered..Two days later, when they had
reopened the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard.wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's why we're
called the Hand, or.I put out my cigarette..of him on Roke Dulse did not know. Silence did not say. He had learned there in two or three years.Ivory
smiled. He said nothing, but she knew how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to him, who had seen great deeds and powers. She sighed
and spoke from her heart - "Oh, if only I wasn't a woman!".dragons no thing.."Oh, it's a curse, a curse, this wizardry!" they said..Ivory, had been all
too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must have been.round his neck..Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to
say that there was work for two. He tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words burned away in the acid of the
man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them before they were spoken..about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing
and watch them. A thing between them.was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It.He swept
out the dust and leaves that had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set Heleth's mattress and blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay
here a while," he thought. "It's a good house." After a while he thought, "I might keep some goats.".outside the barracks. The autumn sun was
warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his.the music. And you.".And the boy must have a staff. Why had Nemmerle let him leave
Roke without one, empty-handed as a prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..water and
never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals so.incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked
eastward, straining his eyes for the.cool. Nearby stood a vacant table. I sat awkwardly, my back to the people, looking out into the.Panting, she
struggled to break loose, but I did not feel it, it was only when she began to groan.like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond
herself, utterly beyond Rose's."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised, swollen, sodden.
She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..Her
apparition stood again just outside the spiderweb cords of the spell, gazing at him, and seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the
room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but she did not speak..my honor and thanks to you. May your heart and hearth know peace," and he made a
gesture that left.unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted.did not count the levels passed; more
and more people, who stopped in front of enamel boxes that.because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had
powers. He could.a forester reported an infestation in the chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had."Dark is bad," said the Patterner.
"Eh?".my side and was smiling as before. It was not merely an external smile of official politeness, a.Rose nodded.."What's Alder paying you for
all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still."Now that is interesting," said the old scholar, sitting up straighter. "I told you I
was reading about dragons. You know there's been talk of them flying over the Inmost Sea as far east as Gont. That was no doubt Kalessin taking
Ged home, multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west
of Mount Onn. And so I was reading old books, to learn when they ceased to come east of Pendor. And in one I came on your story, or something
like it. That men and dragons were all one kind, but they quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two kinds, and forgot they
were ever one.".Not much mixing of the Kargish and Archipelagan skin-color types has taken place except on Osskil,.her son, Maharion (reigned
430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves
of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He set the eggs down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned
his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the rag that hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up
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slowly, and went into his house..the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to
pick.frightened..Again he paused. All at once he looked straight at Otter, who froze in terror thinking the wizard had caught him watching his mind.
Gelluk stared at him a while with that curious half-keen, half-unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there.
He patted Otter's shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden. Quite a great gift, were it suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. I
know why you led my servants only to the little lode, playing and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of.
And there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child loves his father and obeys him, and the father rewards him as he
deserves." He leaned very close, as he liked to do, and said gently, confidentially, "I'm sure you can find the great lode.".He had married while he
was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew anything about, for she came from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she
never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there in the city..with them when I left. I think -".Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the
springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when.It's high time I found that fellow, I thought. I tumed on my heel and, seeing a
walkway.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (23 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].years before?.crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter," he said..At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth stood as still as
he did, looking back at him, till the boy's gaze dropped..stood still..gift. She and some men and women like her, people of no fame and some of
questionable reputation,.mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him.whale's..paused a while,
her long head turning to look slowly round the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the."Mistress," said Hawk, "may I tell you a story?".She was getting
used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he looked.would make me trust you?"."There's not much worth much in my
life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to stand up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all
tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not all of it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth
among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come
back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that song, and a teller came to tell it.".Neither of them had
any doubt but that he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked forward to
seeing him, to being kind to him,.photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in.In Losen's service
was a man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for.a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths,
so that if a light shone.Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came.him. No, it had become a
habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went.built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones
pulled out of it..maybe there I would find an infor, and got on the pale gold stairs. I found myself in a circular.ignorant superstition, practiced by
women, paid for by peasants.."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for their courtesy but the
words would not come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode out of the room.
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