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Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the
Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and
telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have
sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part."
(21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade
fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to
us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's
woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her
hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said
that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison
or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er
Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou
becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the
source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she
would not forget him..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was
aye..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? x. The
Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My
woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the merchant went forth, afflicted,
sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and
mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they
knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for
him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they
dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good
star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide
the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping
the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took
his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the
[nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..7. Noureddin
Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a
land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they
passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he
should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..As for Aboulhusn, he
gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el
Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and
rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and
finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I
am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my
son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ?
? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ? After your
loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour
against Persistent Ill, i. 70..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto.
Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to
him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is
thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls
receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him
we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose
and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled
with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them
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worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King
El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats
befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they
brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out
the wines and filled the flagons..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking
from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of]
punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks!
Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".? ? ? ? ? No slaves with
me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii.
209..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called
another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting
him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them
safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now
the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that
the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a
male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne
of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and
salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..16. Uns el
Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of
him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk
resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of
the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them.
However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for
that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She
refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.'
Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of
administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..To return to his wife and her mother.
When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway
despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news.
So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that
sorry chance and reciting these verses:.(continued)..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the
eye..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public;
and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that
he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is
said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops
are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man
of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own
amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".? ? ? ? ? Thou that
wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..135. Jouder and his Brothers
dcvi.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.Hejjaj (El) and the Three
Young Men, i. 53..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled
the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of
the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she
conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him,
by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess
of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered,
"Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She
laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took
from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With
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tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he
feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and
falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that
he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his
enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the
people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and
sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the
Sharper cccxlv.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern
and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this
and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the
matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished
or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I
and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every
pore..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his
brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents
and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in
one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his
brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his
own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he
called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not
exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,
or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of
the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he
answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and
I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man
was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of
thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah,
nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with
looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes
her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they,
"and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz,
said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his
head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king
purposed against him..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that
it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my
brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On
the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to
feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and
markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy
magnanimity;.So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid,
whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my
guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of
this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's
owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her,
"O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained
him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Then he called for a chest
and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels
and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk,
striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went
forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and
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that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..Picture,
The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road
upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by
force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and
committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin
her husband..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he
opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off;
whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So
he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had
sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them
some days..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off
his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him."
But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this
youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye
desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of
crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me
and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their
hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of
thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered
prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not
stay.".When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land,
for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him
a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor,"
added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace,
with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his
ribs did lie..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask
thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with
the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did
this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the
credulous husband.".The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the
merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they
directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he
went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he
was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he
betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man
grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make
thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the
merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than
Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor
mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my
time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again
presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,
[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of
like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous
case..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me
didst bide, iii. 46..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the
magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and
dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in
my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and
put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El
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Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy
mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble
together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that
she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to
him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon
Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who
were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she
said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..When his father saw the
strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise
and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take
leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and
laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his
travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and
sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape
and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on
him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.16. The Fox and the
Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.When it
was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the
princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and
this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was
looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern.
See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long
repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All
this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and
what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan,
and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm
and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?'
'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt
never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they
will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am
better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring,
and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it
ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man
came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he
acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for
I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the
guards..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When
she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After
awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and
with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,
she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from
the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys,
and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own
name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly
woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my
abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me
till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? But now unto
me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..Now, by the
ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of
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merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of
brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled
be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves
took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should
rear him..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the
palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere
of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to
slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder
ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing
Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over
against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my
kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and
return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then he
folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and
apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes
were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest
thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord.
But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy
deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he
told the youth..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to
meet, we twain!.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and
went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man,
she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after
which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off
that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand
from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and
his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all
sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set
out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego
him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's
slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..NOTE..Now he had with him nought
wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins
came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your
protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good
heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon
him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service
in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and
cleaning out the place..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces,
whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of
severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away
with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us."
Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the
lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.The queen drank off her
cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand
dinars..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and
bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her
on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved
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to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's
lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this
before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of
the poet in the following verses:.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his
eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she
condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess
said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who
presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou
that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O
old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged
at him and at his speech and wept..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to
me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was)
my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to
friend..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen
seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained
with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad
them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with
pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of
them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out
from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout
King cccclxxiii.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle
prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who
hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his
dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him
and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High
delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By
Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the
Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary
adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they
did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that
the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.Then I sang and
the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of
the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going
forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook
his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..So, when they had made an end of eating
and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of
loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them
kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray
and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to
this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and
taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my
night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old
man, and became his guest..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine
occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain
be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob,
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that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor
drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him
for me.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND
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