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Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go

a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and

pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which

she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top

of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.'

And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre

appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.When the king heard this, he bowed [his

head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old

Man's Story iv.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her

dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the

Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the

Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,

'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard

from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,

such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the

Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came

down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God

for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth

upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not

one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.'

So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and

sank down again into the trough of the sea..As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most

High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the

Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the

throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished

grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on

him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted

to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his

troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..The Tenth Night of the Month..?THE FIRST

OFFICER'S STORY..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying,

"Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind

you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said

to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the

parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our

women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".So

Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of

clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he

filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before

him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following

verses:.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they

made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most

delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all

that hath come down to as of their story.".Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to

the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he

marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont,

neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to

the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover

the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell
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upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier

to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier

kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked

before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures

galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the

townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He

sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be

vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and

they made him Sultan over them..?Story of Abou Sabir..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him,

misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in

attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!"

Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream

that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than

the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt

go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles

Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose

and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had

taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso

neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose

kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".When came the time [of the

accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should

be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in

the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the

boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the

boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard

the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..23. Hatim et

Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and

Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone

with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself,

'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they

had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned

Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It

behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what

behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these

things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king

dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies

[and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and

horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in

company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O

youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the

dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my

lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".I marvelled at her

words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth

I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's

daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but

by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is

the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the

police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou

question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do

an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go
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this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I

say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who

will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and

children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without

inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the

Barber's First Brother xxxi.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes

bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she

condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess

said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who

presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou

that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O

old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged

at him and at his speech and wept..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its

margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? I clipped

her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? q. The

Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? I

hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares,

forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I

became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city,

thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the

guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and

plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect,

which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off

into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God

the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me;

wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile,

till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the

gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his

own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a

stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth

Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his

heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Now he had a friend, who pretended to

quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know

him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and

thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their

[false] debts.'.There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his

knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he

would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one

of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried

figs..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him

allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the

slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse.

Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus

three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they

came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp

and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows

restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to

me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged

me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him,

behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him
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and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he

recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste,

so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own

house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.First Officer's Story, The,

ii. 122..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I

espied..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..So she took the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced

and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her

even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not

over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to

him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!"

"Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god

but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than

she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter

said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning

to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her

the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and

laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ?

For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did

veil..The Seventh Day..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand

of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the

target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;

whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere

Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],

whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,

till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of

him.".96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..The vizier obeyed the king's

commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the

king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.'

And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her

till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of

the king.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light

Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the

full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave

him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty,

and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I

will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will

not do this ever.'.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the

palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king,

"Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and

Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before

thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but

he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".48.

Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine

eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed

himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave

him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my

son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that

the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah,

saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed
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and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange

letters and presents with him..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all

that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance;

so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a

child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one,

and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through

the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her

eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to

us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We

doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with

us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we

repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a

thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of

musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants

depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When

she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set

out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..There was once a

man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved

her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when

he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against

her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this

and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the

goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm

fain..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from

him for whom I sigh..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for

my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king

of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand

dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact

of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man

said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,]

his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to

speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in

body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Then they

accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand

dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price

reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him

to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold

and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to

every means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes

amain..It befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my

lord," answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my

father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters

little what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds;

so whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught

with thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the

stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so

[hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say

on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming

till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of

himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited
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country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou

a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If

thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my

friend.'.Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give

him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast

forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee

joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away

from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a

garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she

made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown

upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw

the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her

from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the

like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of

continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a

curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of

the Barber's Third Brother clvii."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to

comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and

the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.A thief of

the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him.

Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found

him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and

[raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind],

to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him

go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy

bitter-flavoured bowl..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's,

whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear

my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not

of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's

food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of

that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope

hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of

any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the

bitterness of poverty.'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters;

and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall

you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)

for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy

handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)

that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and

the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no

longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without

life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that

which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her.

So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised

be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it

was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son

of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned].

When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before
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himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach,

thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee,

we had repented.'.? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.? ? ? ? ?

t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Next

morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed

cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him,

whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he

knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed

she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants

and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my

weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.?STORY OF THE

UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that

which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than

he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him,

"What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour

for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the

invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at

thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might

of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..Now there

accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God

quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give

him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to

him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was

with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light,

The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew

her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth

returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will

assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her

change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and

said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her

master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following

verses:.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of

a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk

marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that

they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a

countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him

a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..When the Khalif heard this, he said,

"By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him."

Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he

answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have

befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray.
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