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THE WITNESS TO IMMORTALITY IN LITERATURE PHILOSOPHY AND LIFE
The First Day..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she
had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved
that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted
him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a
merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an
underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard
this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that
my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's
dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again
to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ?
? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.When the
king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif
dcccxlv.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan
said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from
mourning, will I or nill..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..When the
king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said
against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the
use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191)
aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they
came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel
was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces
of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought
was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in
torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids
ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to
meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and
carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the
eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the
foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas
clad anew;.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By
Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And
the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house,
accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to
me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with
the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said,
"What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat
appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which
when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to
her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be
so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's
treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his
servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and
mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy
favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no
wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..It is said that En Numan (169) had
two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
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monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ?
Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath
occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying,
"Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's
words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas
repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..Daughter of the Poor Old
Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes
forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him
he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this
death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the
lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for
nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,
following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing
it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast
myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased
themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He
ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the
astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel
gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..When
she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.She
abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of
the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High;
and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was
as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who
created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy,
and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of
her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..There abode once, of old
days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and
story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and
dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that
he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had
been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are
changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and
concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.On this wise she abode a great
while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to
her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE
KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like
among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well,
behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?"
"Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth
they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he
came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and
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whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to
them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? Between mine
eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the
pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..?Story of Abou Sabir..When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name
and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit
and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.'
Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said,
'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with
a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that
thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest
her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the
picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture
and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in
love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I
follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and
store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the
King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL
BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and
gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his
heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger
brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he
concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the
folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a
lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh
swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou
suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of
my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in
asking..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands
stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she
clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a
damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and
said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou
shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night
and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst
have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?'
asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all
away..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh
brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El
Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with
the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And
Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the
day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.So, when they had made an end of eating and
drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness
and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to
my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said
to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and
reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a
riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and
the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and
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became his guest..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..(Conclusion).Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and
Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I
never to any divulged, nor deny.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never
oath could bind..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..Now
there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who
was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his
carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to
the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik
ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his
master..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint
in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he
should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he
should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,
'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed
with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant,
'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee
with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth
contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her
clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence
knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy
lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for
thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and
he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to
his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].?
? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).So
he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest
himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus
engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost
thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink
and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest
whereof I am going about.'.So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who
said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to
witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which
he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with
rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he
wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and
stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I
distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for
the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside
from between them..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Thereupon the folk all
prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he
came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head;
whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to
ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover,
he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and
conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him
homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.When the prince saw
her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she,
"nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had
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bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of
Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said,
"Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's
wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on
account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the
cheeks of the fair..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him
neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and
thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the
morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to
condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power
dxcvi.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..Ye chide at
one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with
abjectness infect my royal line..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all
that's fair and fine.".Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave.
So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house
and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her,
to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her
and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,
wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she
only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and
care..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will
assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the
lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my
father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the
damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and
I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..To
return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when
tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made,
commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of
hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty
thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with
his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his
troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for
the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many]
lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of
my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that
city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did
away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a
younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they
yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..When it
was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These
he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they
came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast
to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where
they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and
day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him,
whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this
estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy
lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who
believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth
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who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with
me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall
see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in
haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with
a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to
wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent.
(117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and
they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow
a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of
mickle might,.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and
the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to
question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of
my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? The
best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she
chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath
died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come
and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him,
whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the
queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his
breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ?
Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way.."O sister mine," answered
Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and
have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel
falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some
of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder.
When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some
thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom case.
Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? Parting hath
sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..When
I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all
the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall,
considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a
hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day,
[as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if
I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.The company marvelled at this story and the
tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir,
'What was that?' And he said,.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to
endure estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.?STORY OF
THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.? ? ? ? ? And
who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Then she took
leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting
the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would
have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went
forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then
he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon
death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND
THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech
and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us
yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence
of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for
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the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the
assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put
off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not
forth. (144).Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one
free-born and true thy case confess..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and
she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that
which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes
and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of
the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to
her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode
awhile..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Then they fell to journeying night and day,
and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the
Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas,
upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them.
When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate
their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy
water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse,
without fear,.Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning
and body-worn is he..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ?
? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone,
they strive in vain..The Seventh Night of the Month..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land,
abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said
to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the
water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on
diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt
thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.Meanwhile the messenger had
reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good
tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed
them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh
and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave
her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the
troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As
they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn
sword in her hand..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El
Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he
was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and
abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of
the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier."
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